Taylor County Shared Services Meeting
District School Board Meeting Room, Perry, FL
January 26, 2026, 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Present: Donna Hagan, Tonya Bell, Brandi Turner, Elizabeth Schmidt, Victoria Taylor, Lynne Smith, Ben Swilley, Samuel Zambrano, Tyler Latham, Kody Latham, Susie Hernandez, Ernestine Mitchell, Jerrod Pfeffer, Melissa Cephus, LaDarius Gammage, Marquesas Blimes, Kohatha Vaughn, Katrina Fillyaw, Laquita Dunnell, Nettie Palmore/Walker, Brianna Peterson and Sebastian Plank.
Agencies Represented: Healthy Start Coalition of Jefferson, Madison & Taylor Counties (HSCJMT), Healthy Families Seven Rivers, Taylor County Health Department, Taylor County School District, The Refuge House, Hanley Foundation, Big Bend AHEC, Care Portal/The Nest, Florida Alliance for Assistive Services & Technology (FAAST), Head Start, Holistic Plan of Care, Partnership for Strong Families (PFSF), DSR Public Health Foundation and FDLRS Miccosukee.
Welcome and Introductions: Facilitated by Tonya Bell.
Agency Sharing: Each attendee was given the opportunity to share information about their agency and upcoming events. 
Children’s Partnership Counsel Updates: Sebastian Plank, PFSF, Circuit 3, reported there are 19 kids from Taylor County in out of home care and only 4 traditional foster homes in the entire county. Only 10 of those 19 kids are placed in Taylor County.
Brianna Peterson, also with PFSF gave an update on the budget. The remaining money in the Budget for Taylor County was motioned to be used for purchasing infant bathtubs for the Taylor County Baby Expo on the 28th of February by Elizabeth Schmidt. It was second by Marquesas Blimes. Motion passed. 
Guest Speaker: 
 Marquesas Blimes - Regional Assistive Technology Specialist for Florida Alliance for Assistive Services & Technology (FAAST)
Blimes gave an interactive presentation on what FAAST is, how it works and what they hope to achieve.  
The three key takeaways from the 1/26/26 meeting: 
1. HSCJMT will utilize the Care Portal to obtain more infant bathtubs for the Taylor County Baby Expo. As it is a fantastic resource that we as a community want to become more familiar with.
2. FAAST Services are a wonderful tool available to all residents of Florida who are interested. 
3. Spread the word that HSCJMT is looking for attendees and vendors for the Taylor County Baby Expo on the 28th of February 2026.

The attendees decided that the Pin wheels for prevention event in Taylor County will be held on April 25th, 2026. 

Next meeting will be April 27th, 2026
Notes taken by Victoria Taylor
