Jefferson County Whole Child Coalition

September 30, 2025
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
UF/IFAS Extension Office – 2729 W. Washington Highway, Monticello

Present:  
Donna Hagan, Brandi Turner, Elizabeth Schmidt, Tori Taylor, Tonya Bell, Cumi Allen, Gail Anderson, Susie Hernandez, Dawn Merrix, Storm Goodin, Lynne Smith, Robert Walker, Yolanda Carlson, Clarissa Wilson-Rivera.  Melanie Southerland, and Rakeia Sorey. 

Agencies Represented:  Healthy Start Coalition, Healthy Families Seven Rivers, Jefferson County Health Department, FSU CARD, Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend, Jefferson County Head Start, 2-1-1 Help Me Grow, FDLRS Miccosukee, NWF Health Network, American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network,  UF/IFAS Extension Office, Healthy Start Doulas, and CONNECT.

Tonya Bell opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  Everyone was reminded this was the last meeting of the calendar year for Jefferson County. Lizz Schmidt and Tori Taylor reminded everyone that October is Safe Sleep Awareness month. During October, a Safe Sleep video will be distributed to all outlets that will share the video.

· Jefferson Head Start is having a Fall Festival – flyer in the works to be shared by the Coalition.
· There is a Mammogram “Hop on the Bus” event at the Health Dept on October 21st-flyer will be shared.
· UF/IFIS is currently conducting their annual peanut butter drive- to donate, contact the extension office.
· FDLRS offers a series of parent virtual trainings and will host a screening event on October 14th at the Jefferson Library for 3-5 year olds not currently in the public school system.
· NWF Health Network – Yolanda Carlson reported a need for foster parents in the area. They are also looking for VIP elves, individuals, or organizations to help with Christmas Sponsorships for the youth and young adults in the foster care and the independent living program. She also shared information on the fatherhood Initiative and a pocket guide to connect to community resources and support. 
· ELC Robert Lee reported that ELC was able to restore funding from the 7 million cut and still able to serve children in the area. 
· American Cancer Society – Storm Goodin announced spoke on Breast Cancer Awareness month, a couple of events mentioned which will be followed with shared flyers.

Dawn Merrix, FSU CARD, gave an informative presentation on the FSU Center for Autism and Related Disabilities. 
Autism can be reliably diagnosed at 24 months, even though it’s not usually diagnosed until around age 4. This can be partly related to providers “wait and see” advice to parents or the extensive wait list for evaluation.
1 in 31 8-year-olds have been diagnosed with autism. Boys are 3 times more likely than girls to have autism, and 3.7% of Florida’s parents report having a child with autism, compared to the US average of 2.9%.

For more information, contact:
Dawn Merrix, MCD, CCC-SLP
Autism Consultant
FSU Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD)
O: (850) 644-4367
fsucard.com


The three key topics from today’s meeting are listed below:

1. Attendees agreed they learned an extensive amount on all the fabulous services offered by FSU CARD, including teacher and community training, law enforcement trainings, and extensive resources for providers.
2. October Safe Sleep messaging was reinforced and members volunteered to be part of the campaign.
3. NWF Health Network has a Mobile Response TEAM that will provide crisis intervention and on-demand behavioral health with 24/7 support.

Our next meeting will be In February, likely a community strategic planning event for the Coalition’s next five-year Service Delivery Plan for maternal and child health.
Minutes taken by Donna Hagan
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