Jefferson Whole Child Coalition

September 29, 2015
Minutes

Members Present:  Cumi Allen, Nan Baughman, Tonya Bell, Jennie Brock, Erica Brown, Lynda Brown, Karen Cramer, Lucile Frazier,  Robyn Gast, Elizabeth Gooden, Dorenda  Slaton Groom, Donna Hagan, Barbara Herring, Britni Harris,  Cindy Hutto, Matt McKibbin, Shanetha Mitchell, Ruth Moore, Chief Fred Mosely, Sandra Porras-Gutierrez, Tiffany Similien, and Courtney Williams.
Agencies represented:  Florida Department of Health in Jefferson Co., Refuge House, Healthy Start Coalition, Staywell, Healthy Families Seven Rivers, Magellan Complete Care, Capital Area Community Action Agency, Big Bend Community Based Care, Apalachee Center, Florida Therapy Services, Early Learning Coalition, Madison Youth Ranch, Department of Children & Families, Monticello Police Department and 211 Big Bend.
Donna Hagan opened the meeting and welcomed everyone; Donna called for approval of the minutes of the August meeting, Sandy Porras-Gutierrez motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Nan Baughman approved. Donna announced that October is Infant Mortality Awareness Month for SIDS. Donna said the Health Department has a program “Today’s Woman” offering free family planning and birth control to women.  
Florida KidCare- Donna gave a brief presentation on Florida KidCare for the membership and shared a one-pager. She noted the quick fact sheet was in response to the Coalition’s repeated themed requests for basic information on contact numbers, poverty levels and premium requirements. Donna went over the fact sheet which includes a brief history of the CHIP program in Florida, a comparison chart showing the eligibility, contact information and governing agency of each of the four programs (Medicaid, MediKids, Healthy Kids, and CMS), how to apply, and other items of interest. The membership had no questions.
Robyn Gast is with Big Bend Community Based Care and the agency is the substance abuse and mental health managing entity for children and adults.  For more information contact 850-410-1020 or robyn.gast@bigbendcbc.org.
Lucile Frazier is an Intake Specialist with Capital Area Community Action Agency and announced they have funds available to help clients with utilities and gas. These funds are available to women with children under five years old and to the elderly. For more information contact 850-997-8231 or Lucille.Frazier@cacaainc.org. 
Tonya Bell is available to assist with KidCare Insurance applications, Whole Child Profiles and Preconception information.  For more information or to make a referral contact 850-253-5355 or tbell@healthystartjmt.org.
Matt McKibbin is with Big Bend Community Based Care and works with the Independent Living Services and the Aftercare Support Services Programs.  For more information contact Matt.mckibbin@bigbendcbc.org. 
Sandy Porras-Gutierrez with DCF ACCESS announced they will have their big FarmShare giveaway on November 18th at the FarmShare location in Quincy and are looking for community partners and volunteers. 
Nan Baughman with Refuge House announced that October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  For more information contact 850-342-3518 or Nbaughman@refugehouse.com
Shanetha Mitchell with the Department of Health reminded everyone to please fill out and return the Family Planning Program Community Feedback from if you haven’t done so already. Copies were distributed to the members.
Erica Brown is the Family Assessment Worker with Healthy Families Seven Rivers and reminded everyone to send referrals for pregnant women to her at ebrown@healthystartjmt.org or 850-491-8122.
Cumi Allen is the Care Coordinator with Healthy Start and a certified Parent Educator with the Parents as Teaches program.  For more information contact Cumi at 850-342-0170 or Cumi.Allen@flhealth.gov.
Britni Harris with the Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend announced the 2nd Annual Race 4 Readiness event on Saturday, October 31st. 
Ruth Moore is the Community Relations Director with the Madison Youth Ranch which is owned by the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home located in Central Florida.  The Home was established in 1908 to provide a home for orphans and other children who had nowhere else to live.  Today it has evolved into a diverse ministry with two campuses that include residential, therapeutic group, foster and emergency shelter care.  

The North Campus was officially opened in July of 2014 with 7 residents and is located in Pinetta, Florida in Madison County. The Ranch is located on 477 acres of beautiful, pristine donated land.  The Ranch can serve up to 20 youth, 10 boys and 10 girls and currently is serving 13 youth, 7 boys and 6 girls who all attend public school in the area.  The Ranch has a married couple on duty 7 days on and 7 days off with 3 assistants, there is a home for boys and one for girls and each resident has their own bedroom and private bath.  The staff teach life skills in a home-like environment with 2 therapists on staff.

The Ranch accepts children and youth ages 6 to 17 who are privately placed or in state custody, they accept those who have been abused, abandoned and neglected or whose family has broken down due to divorce, drug abuse, illness, death of a parent, or other traumatic issues.   The Ranch cannot accept youth who have been adjudicated delinquent or who are handicapped.

The Ranch is in the process of implementing an Equine Therapy Program, the Stickney Stable was dedicated on July 10th and it is anticipated that the program will begin service in late 2015.  For more information contact Ruth at 850-929-3000 or ruth.moore@fumch.org. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be on October 27, 2015 at 9:30am.
Minutes recorded by Cindy Hutto
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