Madison Shared Services Meeting
Madison Public Library, 378 College Loop, Madison, FL 32340

June 24, 2026, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Present:   Tonya Bell, Brandi Turner, Gabrielle Aboki, Cumi Allen, Lizz Schmidt, Brianna Peterson, Suzanne Godfrey, Dalton Elliot, Sarah Bayes, Jessica Brantley, Lerena Fleck, Yolanda Carlson, Susie Hernandez, Tamara Johnson, Leila Rykard, Ben Swilley, Tina Torrance, Christina Ash, Maria Whyte, Jamie Lane, Samuel Zambrano, Chesnee Layne, Jason Flowers, Angel Arroyo, KellyAnn Rivera, April Henderson, Bette Collins, Deborah Hawkins, Dakaya Wright, and Camela Jackson.   
Agencies Represented:    Healthy Start Coalition, Healthy Families Seven Rivers, Madison County Health Department, Jefferson County Health Department, Taylor County Health Department,  Disc Village, Early Learning Coalition (ELC) of the Big Bend, Ounce of Prevention Fund of Florida, Earth Angels, FSU C.A.R.D., T.E.A.M. Dad, Family Network of Disability, Partnership for Strong Families, Department of Children and Families, , NWF Health Network, Hanley Foundation, Big Bend Lighthouse, Department of Juvenile Justice, Big Bend Cares, Three Rivers Legal, Big Bend AHEC, Division of Early Learning (DEL), North Florida Child Development, Endeavors, Madison County Sheriff’s Office, Family Network on Disabilities, and Sickle Cell Foundation. 
Lizz Schmidt opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Announcements:
· Big Bend Cares- They are still able to provide condoms at their facility and provide education on correct usage. 
· Family Network on Disabilities is seeking agencies to collaborate with to assist in providing resources to clients. 
· DOH is continuing to offer classes on diabetes management and smoking cessation
· DCF is working to get staff located at local county health departments to assist the community with utilizing ACCESS and applying for/navigating Medicaid.
· Healthy Start prenatal groups will be starting again in August and they are seeking agencies to come and provide education during group sessions. 
· Earth Angels have a Silver Angels Shed located behind the Senior Citizens Council where community members can shop for free items such as clothes, houseware, tools, etc. Cash donations are accepted but not required. Earth Angels also has volunteers who have been fully vetted and background checked who can provide in home assistance to those in need free of charge. 
· Brianna Peterson with Partnership for Strong Families provided the following updates:
- $56 remaining of the $1,000 allotted for Madison County. 5 families and 11 children were served with those funds. It was decided that the remaining balance of $56 would be used to purchase outlet covers. 
- There were 2 removals for ages 0-5 in Madison County since January 2026. Both were due to inadequate supervision. There are currently 12 children in need of foster care in Madison County and 5 approved foster homes. 
Agency Sharing: Each attendee had the opportunity to introduce themselves, their agency and share any events or updates going on within their organization and our community. 

Guest Speaker: 

Chesnee Layne
VPK Regional Facilitator Northwest Region
Chensee Layne, shared information regarding the purpose of the VPK Regional Facilitator and what services they provide. The VPK Regional Facilitator Network is a unique Division of Early Learning system designed to provide 

multiple types of support primarily for VPK providers and stakeholders. These supports include, but are not 

limited to, professional development, training, technical assistance, and guidance aligned with appropriate 

practices for early childhood, adult learning, and collaborative partnerships. This intentional effort on behalf 

of the State of Florida aims to improve instructional quality and quantity while using both rigor and 

developmentally appropriate teaching practices so that children attending VPK meet the performance 

standards adopted for use in VPK.
The three key topics from today’s meeting are listed below:

1. VPK focuses on social and emotional skills which are more developmentally appropriate for the age demographic they serve. 
2. NWF Health Network has a program called “Connects” which functions primarily as a resource guide, whereas the statewide Connect program is a one door entry to services for pregnant women and families with children aged 0-3. 
3. All Earth Angel volunteers have been fully vetted and background checked prior to engaging with the community. 
Our next meeting will be October 28, 2026
Meeting adjourned

Minutes taken by Lizz Schmidt
