Jefferson County Whole Child Coalition

February 24, 2026
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
UF/IFAS Extension Office – 2729 W. Washington Highway, Monticello FL

Present:  
Donna Hagan, Brandi Turner, Victoria Taylor, Tonya Bell, Cumi Allen, Sarah Bayes, Tracy Gallon, Tracy Melin, Hank Thompson, Joy Boucher, Christina Gillyard-Williams, Lisa McNeil, LaToya Stevens, Susie Hernandez, Yolanda Carlson and Melanie Southerland. 

Agencies Represented: Healthy Start Coalition, Healthy Families Seven Rivers, Jefferson County Health Department, Taylor County Health Department, NWF Health Network, Big Bend AHEC, UF/IFAS Extension Office Endeavors, Jefferson School District, Sickle Cell Foundation and Healthy Start Doulas. 

Tonya Bell opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Announcements:
· Let’s Walk Monticello – March 2, 2026, Jefferson County Health Department.
· Women’s Health Workshop – March 11, 2026, at the Jefferson County Public Library. 
· Spring Extension Expo Day – March 14, 2026, UF/IFAS Extension Office Jefferson County.
· Mental Health First Aid – April 4, 2026, at Mt. Nebo AME Church Madison County. 
· Health Fair- Apil 11, 2026 at New Bethel in Jefferson County.


Agency Sharing: Each attendee had the opportunity to introduce themselves, their agency and share any events or updates going on within their organization and our community. 


Guest Speaker: 

Special Projects Manager
Tracy Melin | MPA
Big Bend AHEC
tmelin@bigbendahec.org

Tracy delivered a detailed and engaging presentation on various aspects of Big Bend AHEC, highlighting its mission, programs, and the impact they are making on our community. She also provided a clear overview of Florida KidCare, explaining the available coverage options, eligibility requirements and enrolment processes. Her presentation gave valuable insight into how these resources work to support children and families in accessing affordable healthcare and various other resources. 


The three key topics from today’s meeting are listed below:

1. The Florida Big Bend AHEC scholars program provides students with interprofessional learning opportunities focused on building the skills and competencies needed to help transform primary and patient care, especially in under-served communities. These scholars in the Big Bend area are available to serve different agencies within our community in order to meet their requirements. 
2. NWF Health Network has an in depth resource directory on their website. It was brought to the group’s attention that their resource directory is open to being a tool to refine and update their own resource directories and or could be used instead.  
3. Rebuild Florida is a Florida Commerce program utilizing federal HUD funding to repair, rebuild, or replace homes damaged by major hurricanes (Irma, Ian, Idalia, Debby, Helene, Milton). Endeavors whole purpose is to connect survivors of disasters with available services and funding opportunities. 

Our next meeting will be May 26, 2026

Meeting adjourned

Minutes taken by Victoria Taylor
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